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Notes for Parish Pump

Hello everyone at St Marks,

What a joy it was to be with you last Sunday after being absent for a month. Lighting the second Advent candle
was a privilege for me, and to recite the Advent Prayer on your behalf.

As I see things, Advent gives us signs of HOPE with the coming of the birth of Jesus, something very special for
Christians to look forward to, and for children who forget sometimes it is not just about the giving and receiving
of presents.

This week has been quite momentous for us all, for us to witness history being made with the first peoples to be
vaccinated for the COVID19 virus. The news said ‘’giving signs of HOPE for us all’’, hopefully an end to this
terrible disease that has caused so many deaths worldwide. A great success story for the British Scientists and
our NHS.

Last week we held our Toy Service and the following day Carolyn and I delivered them to the Salvation Army
Church in Ashton on Mersey. They made us so welcome and were so grateful for our contribution. Thank you all
for those gifts for others.

Our Carol Service is on the 20th December at 2.30pm. We are having to have a ticket only event for this, to keep
numbers limited, because of restrictions in place.

Contact Ondria for details. We are also making places available in the Geoffrey Seddon room to view on the
screen there.

In these difficult times, if you know anyone needs a hand, pick up the phone and call them I am sure they will
appreciate it, not jus before Christmas but afterwards too.

Bothy Blessings,

Alan & Carolyn 

A Prayer for Blessing during Advent from the ancient Northumbrian Celtic Tradition;

God of the watching ones, give us your benediction.
God of the waiting ones, give us you good word for our souls.

God of the watching ones, the waiting ones, the slow and suffering ones, give us your benediction, your good 
word for our souls that we may rest.
God of the watching ones, the waiting ones, the slow and suffering ones and of the angels in heaven, and of 
the child in the womb,
Give us your benediction , your good word for our souls that we might rest and rise in the kindness of your 
company.



Hope to see you next week.

Should you need the help of a Minister
Reverend Keith Hine can be contacted at :-
keithehine@gmail.com
01925 752213
07521 291815 (also on Whatsapp)

Should you need help or support :-
Pastoral Care Team
Jessica Murrils

jessicamurrills@icloud.com
0161 941 1568

A prayer for guidance in our search for a 
new incumbent.

God our Father You have welcomed each one of us in 
Jesus and called us to be His Body in this place.
Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty 
and change, to fill us with vision, energy, and 
faithfulness in prayer, that we may be true to our 
calling to bring new life to our community.
Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to 
select candidates and those who will choose a new 
Incumbent for this joint benefice of St. Margaret’s and 
St. Mark’s, that the one whom we receive may be a 
strong leader, ready to serve you with joy, and to lift 
high the Cross of Christ in our Parishes.
AMEN

Readings
1 Thess 5, 16-24

John1 6-8, 19-28

Services Next Week Advent 4 
Sunday 20th December 2020
9-30 am Holy Communion at St Mark’s

11-00 am Service of the Word at St Margaret’s

Christmas Services 2020
13th 
Dec

St Margaret’s Online Carol Service
Available.

20th 
Dec

St Mark’s Service of Lessons and Carols 
2:30pm.
Please be aware that numbers will be 
restricted to 30 in the congregation.
There are only 2 places left in church.
There will be a few places in The 
Geoffrey Seddon room where the 
service will be relayed on the TV.
The service will also be available on line 
from 21st December. 

24th 
Dec

Midnight Mass 11-30pm at St Margaret’s

25th

Dec
Family Eucharist Service 9.30am at  St 
Mark’s

25th
Dec

Family Eucharist Service 11-00am at St 
Margaret’s

27th

Dec
No Service at St Margaret’s and St Mark’s

The Collect
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you;
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for ever.
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