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Happy Christmas Everyone,

What a year it’s been! I had no idea that I would still be writing to you a year on from Jerry leaving us. 
Neither did I think we would still be in the midst of a pandemic a year on.

This year 2020 is one none of us will forget. We missed the final days of the Holy season of Lent. We missed 
celebrating our risen Lord on Easter Sunday in church. We missed Advent Sunday and all of Trinity! Many 
folk have missed more than these events, they have missed friends, loved ones and families, missed 
weddings, baptisms and sadly funerals.

There is a saying, ‘what you’ve never had you never miss’ but we are by nature social creatures and have had 
all these things in the past which is why we have missed them so much this year. We like affection, the shake 
of a hand, a hug, the fond embrace of a friend or a kiss. What has replaced these things this year? 
Community, communication, giving, caring and above all acts of kindness.

All the things we have missed will come back to us, let’s cherish them when they do but let’s also continue to 
foster the things that replaced them this year.

Have a peaceful and blessed Christmas and happy and healthy New Year.
Every blessing 
Sue 
sueelves@btinternet.com +447710109562

Commemoration St Stephen on the 26th December

Stephen (Greek: Στέφανος Stéphanos, meaning "wreath, crown" and by extension "reward, honor", often 
given as a title rather than as a name, Hebrew: שודקה סונפטס ), (c. AD 5 – c. AD 34) traditionally venerated as 
the protomartyr or first martyr of Christianity,[1] was according to the Acts of the Apostles a deacon in the 
early church at Jerusalem who aroused the enmity of members of various synagogues by his teachings. 
Accused of blasphemy, at his trial, he made a long speech denouncing the Jewish authorities who were 
sitting in judgment on him and was then stoned to death. His martyrdom was witnessed by Saul of Tarsus, a 
Pharisee who would later become a follower of Jesus and known as Paul the Apostle. 

The only primary source for information about Stephen is the New Testament book of the Acts of the 
Apostles.[2] Stephen is mentioned in Acts 6 as one of the Greek-speaking Hellenistic Jews selected to 
participate in a fairer distribution of welfare to the Greek-speaking widows.[3
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Hope to see you next week!

Should you need the help of a Minister
Reverend Keith Hine can be contacted at :-

keithehine@gmail.com
01925 752213
07521 291815 (also on Whatsapp)
Should you need help or support :-
Pastoral Care Team
Dr Jackie M Campbell
campbellj@btinternet.com
0770350 1836

A prayer for guidance in our search 
for a new incumbent.

God our Father You have welcomed each one 
of us in Jesus and called us to be His Body in 
this place.
Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of 
uncertainty and change, to fill us with vision, 
energy, and faithfulness in prayer, that we 
may be true to our calling to bring new life to 
our community.
Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who 
are to select candidates and those who will 
choose a new Incumbent for this joint 
benefice of St. Margaret’s and St. Mark’s, that 
the one whom we receive may be a strong 
leader, ready to serve you with joy, and to lift 
high the Cross of Christ in our Parishes.
AMEN

Readings Christmas Eve
Isaiah 52,7-10

John 1, 1-14

Services Epiphany  Second Sunday of Christmas 
3rd January 2021

9-30 am Holy Communion at St Mark’s
11-00 am Holy Communion at St Margaret’s

The Collect Christmas Eve

Eternal God,
in the stillness of this night
you sent your almighty Word
to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation:
give to the earth the peace that we long for
and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The Collect Christmas Day

Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings Christmas Day

Isaiah 9. 2 -7 

Luke 2, 1-14
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