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Dear friends

I am really sorry not to be with you this weekend.  I had hoped to be able to come and 
celebrate Advent Sunday with you all, but this terrible pandemic has made us all change our 
plans again and again.

Advent should be such an important time.  It is the start of the Church liturgical year, but it is 
also a time of preparation, a time of reminding ourselves what the Christian message means 
for us.  Christmas is coming, we tell each other the story of the child of Bethlehem, 
Immanuel, God with us and the hope that God is here and comes to earth because of love, is 
stirred in us once again.

I’m always struck by the advent collect.  ‘Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness and to put on the armour of light’.  The metaphor of armour takes us to 
Ephesians 6:10-17 where St Paul gives us imagery of protection, a belt of truth, a breastplate 
of righteousness, boots of the gospel of peace and a shield of faith.  All this is the armour of 
light, put on to guard our hearts and hope.

The last months of lockdown have been hard for all people of faith and at St Margaret’s and 
St Mark’s I am guessing it has felt especially hard without a Vicar.  I am so grateful to Keith 
and others who have taken services, to Sue and the team at St Margaret’s and Alan and all at 
St Mark’s for their dedicated and faithful service.  I hope the fact that the post of Vicar is now 
advertised gives you hope as you look forward to a new year.

Ready yourselves now for a year of new hope.  Now is the time to put on the armour of light.  
Can I encourage you to immerse yourselves in the Christmas story again. Wear that story 
with confidence, hold it before you as a shield against doubt and fear, Jesus comes because 
he loves you and however hard life becomes never doubt that you are loved.  When it may 
feel like you are forgotten and abandoned, hold out that shield of faith and stand confidently 
behind the knowledge that the child was born for you.  Theologian Richard Rohr says ‘Faith is 
accepting that you are accepted.’  So this advent season, accept that you are accepted and 
cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.

May you all know Christ’s love for you this advent.



Hope to see you again soon.

Should you need the help of a Minister
Reverend Keith Hine can be contacted at :-
keithehine@gmail.com
01925 752213
07521 291815 (also on Whatsapp)

Should you need help or support :-
Pastoral Care Team
Jessica Murrils
jessicamurrills@icloud.com
0161 941 1568

A prayer for guidance in our 
search for a new incumbent.

God our Father You have welcomed each 
one of us in Jesus and called us to be His 
Body in this place.
Send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of 
uncertainty and change, to fill us with vision, 
energy, and faithfulness in prayer, that we 
may be true to our calling to bring new life to 
our community.

Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who 
are to select candidates and those who will 
choose a new Incumbent for this joint 
benefice of St. Margaret’s and St. Mark’s, 
that the one whom we receive may be a 
strong leader, ready to serve you with joy, 
and to lift high the Cross of Christ in our 
Parishes.
AMEN

www.theforgetmenottrust.org.uk
(100% non profit making)

for the homeless people in and around 
Manchester.

You will be aware of the problem out 
there’

Can you help to collect with us any items 
such as:-

CLOTHES
SHOES

BEDDING
SLEEPING BAGS

((in good condition)
Collection all Year down the road

at Dunham Village Shop
Thank you!

Please log onto the church website 
www.dunhamchurch.com

for our short weekly service.
Click on the News and events box in blue, 
scroll down to click in St Mark’s service of the 
week.

Toy Service Sunday 6th December

Providing church will be open on that date.

Toys for the
Salvation Army.
Please help by
donating a gift
and leaving it 
unwrapped.

The Collect

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 
humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings
1 Corinthians 1, 3-9
Mark 13, 24 -end
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