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Part of today’s reading from Matthew Chapter 24 

(verses 20 to 35) is a parable or lesson about the fig 

tree.   From the very dark place of verse 29, we are 

told in verses 30 -35  that when the fig tree puts 

out its leaves, it indicates the coming summer (the 

imminent coming, in clouds of glory, of the Son of 

Man). A complex parable for Keith to unravel. 

LET US PRAY: The response to my bidding ‘Lord hear us’, is ‘Lord 

graciously hear us’. 

Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 

Our heavenly Father, we come before you this morning believing 

that you are amongst us and will hear our prayers on behalf of the 

world, the church, others, and ourselves. 

In these troubling times, when powerful and strident voices and 

personalities are  drowning out the gentler voices of reason, we pray 

that you will exalt yourself among the nations and speak your holy 

word to the leaders of the world.  Establish among all peoples that 

peace which the world cannot give. 

Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us.  

Compassionate God, we bring before you the needs of all whose lives 

are shaken by the Covid19 virus.  For those who have died and those 

who mourn their loss;  for those who have recovered but who are 

suffering long-term consequences.  For those who are suffering 

mentally because of loneliness caused by past lockdown, and 

possible further restrictions to come. For those whose health needs 

have been left untreated because of the emphasis on Covid19. We 

continue to remember in our prayers our friend and sister Hazel and 

we pray that all those in need, spiritually, physically or mentally, will 

hear your voice saying, ‘be still and know that I am God’.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.    
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We thank you for our Church here at St. Margaret’s.  For the love 

that is shared here.  For those whose dedication and commitment 

have brought us, and are still bringing us, through the doubly 

challenging time of Covid19 and Interregnum.  We pray that those 

who have the responsibility to make decisions about our new 

Incumbent will be stirred to make them without delay.  We pray that 

decisions made will be led by your guiding Hand. 

Lord, hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 

Holy Father,  we thank you for the lives of all your faithful people; 

prophets, apostles and martyrs, past and present-day. We thank you 

for the myriad ordinary saints whose lives are dedicated to serving 

you.  We pray that we may humbly follow in their footsteps; boldly 

trust in your promises and watch for your coming.  From out of the 

darkness when it sometimes seems that the powers of heaven have 

been shaken, bring us, through the merits of your Son, our Saviour, 

into your eternal home. 

Lord, hear us.  Lord graciously hear us. 

Let us end our prayers by saying together The Grace.  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore, AMEN. 

 

 

 

  

 

Every blessing: 

Christine Armstrong 


